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Scotty
Guadagno
Bottle-fed radial holdout
By Ainsley Jacobs

S

What was it like to run that 4.18 during
Pro Drag Radial qualifying at the Yellowbullet Nationals?
We weren’t even trying; we were expecting a
4.25. [Track owner] Jimmy Halsey shocked me
because he’s a big slick guy, not a radial guy. So
when he did the track that night, I never expected
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cotty Guadagno’s got fire, energy
and a true passion for racing. He talks
a mile a minute, and the Florida-based
New Yorker’s nitrous-assisted 2002 Camaro runs just about as quick as his mouth does.
One of the original 10.5-tire heavy hitters,
Scotty G. has been a big name in the nitrous
world for many years. His 4.18 at 174.66-mph
pass at the 2014 Yellowbullet Nationals in August was the quickest nitrous pass run to date
on radials with a traditional back-halved car
and gained him far more attention than he ever
would have guessed.
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SCOTTY GUADAGNO
it to be that good. I was in the water box when
Mills went 4.06 right in front of me. I called my
guys on the radio and told them the track had
to be pretty decent. We always have the answers
after the run of course, but we went out there
and went the 4.18 and were completely caught
off guard. The track was good, the air was good,
and it all worked to our benefit.
I knew I was on a decent run, but didn’t know
how good it actually was. When it left the start,
I felt the wheels come up a bit, but when I went
through the eighth-mile mark and lit the boards, I
was shocked. We went 4.19 at Shadyside Dragway
three months ago and the car had been sitting in
the garage since June. This was the very next run
we made with it.
What prompted you to make the switch from
Outlaw 10.5 racing to radial-tire racing?
I started racing with my dad when I was a kid
in the ‘70s. Early on we had some Pro Mods, but
my Camaro was originally built as an Outlaw 10.5
car. Now I’m doing the radial stuff, and honestly,
if it wasn’t for Duck (promoter Donald Long), I
probably would have sold my car years ago. When
the turbo cars took over a few years ago, my car
was just too old and too heavy to be competitive.
Duck came to me before the very first race
and asked me to come run with him. I didn’t
know the rules or if I even could, and I didn’t
know anything about radials. Tom (Kundrik)
at Mickey Thompson told me he knew what I
needed and he’d get what I needed sent my way.
Over the last four or five years we’ve revamped
our racing program and it’s gotten us interested
again. I really believe that it was Duck who got
small-tire racing to where it is today. He took a
chance and it worked out. Now, the rest is history.
I wasn’t expecting to like it, but now I can say
I like small-tire racing more than I ever liked
10.5 and the biggest reason for that is that I love
a challenge. Going to the radial was a real pain
in the ass until I could get a handle on it.
What is it like being a nitrous guy in a world
where turbos and superchargers dominate?
Everybody’s got new stuff, but my car is 12 years
old and my engine package is eight years old. Like
everything else, things evolve, especially in racing.
People go quicker and faster. We’re in a boost
world right now and that’s a fact. Kyle Huettel
and I are some of the few knuckleheads who are
left that are running nitrous, and it’s tough.
A few years ago, I worked with Joe Rivera at
ProTorque to help test some of the converters
that are now on the market today. We tried a ton
of stuff, and since then he’s completely changed
drag racing. I joke with him that now that all
the turbo cars are running so hard that he’s F’d
things up for me!
Have you made any changes to the car lately
to compensate and try to stay competitive?
I’ve had fuel injection since ’95, but no one
knows because I don’t advertise it. We’ve got a
good handle on the nitrous stuff now and recently updated the car for the first time in over
a decade. We put the car on a diet and pulled out
170 pounds. We’ll still be 140 pounds overweight

FIRE IN THE HOLE
Scotty G. lit up the pipes
and the scoreboards with
his record-setting run at the
2014 Yellowbullet Nationals.

for Duck’s race this fall, but
the racing world?
“I’m trying to beg, borrow,
we’re more competitive now
Captain Morgan! But no,
than we were before and
really,
other than that, evor steal one of the latest
we’re back in contention to
eryone knows me for being
900-cubic-inch nitrous motors. consistent and being able to
win. Everyone’s been calling
If I can get my hands on one,
me this year asking what I’m
run fast in any condition. I
doing, if I’ve got a new mohear it all the time, ‘Scotty
there’s no doubt that we will,
tor; nope, everything’s the
G. can get down any race
one way or another, be taking
same, just minus the weight.
track’ and ‘Scotty G. can put
a shot at getting the overall
I wish I had the money to
trailer tires on his car and
get another 100 pounds off,
he’ll still get down the track’
drag radial record. Without
but it’s too damn expensive.
and it feels good.
that motor we can’t make it
To stay competitive, we
Hands down, I have the
happen, so we’re hoping to go
have to make our 60-foot
greatest ‘no budget’ team
time the best it can be on
in racing today. It’s just me
down that road soon.”
every single run. If the track
and a bunch of my friends.
is half-assed, the turbo guys
We love racing and love
have so much power that they don’t have to leave
each other. We go racing maybe six times a year,
the line hard and can make up for it later on and
but we all wish we could go more. We’re 1,200
still go a 4.20 or 4.30. A nitrous car simply can’t
miles apart and that makes it hard. My car sits
do that. We have to leave the line fast, otherwise
in New York and I’m in Florida. Without those
we’re doomed. One of our biggest competitive
guys, I wouldn’t be able to race at all. They’re the
advantages is that the worse the conditions at
ones that make it happen. If we had a quarter of
the track are, the better I am!
the budget that Keith Berry or DeWayne Mills
Is it difficult to get noticed when you’re one
has, it would be craziness! But we’re happy, we
of the last remaining nitrous guys?
race for fun. It’s a hobby, but I do it for a living,
It’s hard as hell. The problem in drag racing, too, with my shop.
no matter how good or successful you are, is that
What’s next for Scotty G.?
if you ain’t the fastest, nobody knows who you
Before the year’s out we’d love to snag another
are. It’s the same in every class. My engine is old
win or two. Now that summer’s over, the season
school, but it could qualify with the best of ‘em. is really gonna’ kick off.
But unless you’re number one, no one recognizes
I’m also trying to beg, borrow, or steal one of
you. The business is all based off the clocks. It’s all
the latest 900-cubic-inch nitrous motors. If I can
about the numbers, no matter how you got there
get my hands on one, there’s no doubt that we
or how you did it. In our sport, you let your car
will, one way or another, be taking a shot at getdo the talking. Don’t tell me what you’re going
ting the overall drag radial record. Without that
to do; let the people see it.
motor we can’t make it happen, so we’re hoping
DI DI DI
What do you feel you’re best known for in
to go down that road soon.
DI DI DI DI
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